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January 28, 2019 

 
 
Senate Committees on Education and Housing 
Tuesday, January 29, 2019 
Conference Room 225 

 

SB891 – Relating to Housing Development – SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS 

 

Aloha Committee Chairs, Vice-Chairs, and Members: 

I am submitting testimony in my capacity as Executive Director of Hawaiian Community Assets 
(HCA), the State’s largest HUD-approved housing counseling agency, and Board President of 
Hawaii Habitat for Humanity to SUPPORT SB891 WITH AMENDMENTS.   
 
While the bill would reduce the cost burden of school impact fees on certain types of affordable 
housing development, in its current form, the bill does NOT exempt a key type of housing units 
that are most prevalent among our low-income households here Hawaii: single- and multi-family 
homeownership units developed by self-help housing nonprofits. 
 
Our self-help housing nonprofits have been responsible for a significant number of single- and 
multi-family homeownership units that are affordable for low-income households earning at or 
below 80% the HUD area median income.  These self-help housing nonprofits include Habitat 
for Humanity, Self-Help Housing Corporation of Hawaii, and Hawaii Island Community 
Development Corporation and make up the most robust portion of our nonprofit affordable 
housing industry in Hawaii.  These self-help housing nonprofits often work outside of the state’s 
201-H program and therefore would not receive an exemption from school impact fees.  The 
results of this would be an increased cost burden on our self-help housing nonprofits initially and 
resulting in increased costs of permanent homeownership units on our local workers and working 
families who need them most. 
 
To remedy the situation, our organization recommends to amend the bill as follows under 302A-
1603 Applicability and exemptions subsection (b): 
 

(10) Single- and multi-family homeownership units developed by self-help housing 
nonprofit organizations for low-income households earning at or below 80% the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s area median income for the County in 
which the household resides. 



  

This amendment would ensure that self-help housing nonprofits will continue to build affordable 
homeownership units for low-income Hawaii families without adding cost burdens that would 
ultimately make the units less affordable for our local families in need. 

Mahalo for your time, leadership and consideration.  Please contact me directly at 808.587.7653 
or jeff@hawaiiancommunity.net should you have any questions or need additional information. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Gilbreath 
Executive Director 
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The Hawaiian Community Development Board is dedicated to promoting 
and assisting in the betterment of communities.  

 
January 28, 2019 

To:       Sen. Stanley Chang, Chair 
            Sen. Dru Mamo Kanuha, Vice Chair & Members of the 

Committee on Housing 
 
Sen. Michelle Kidani, Chair 
Sen. Donna Kim, Vice Chair & Members of the 
Committee on Education 

  
From:   Kali Watson 
            Executive Director 
            Hawaiian Community Development Board 
 Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Re:       Hearing on SB 891 Relating to Affordable Housing Development  
            January 29, 2019 at 1:15 pm 
            Conference Room 225, State Capitol 
 
            TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT 
 
Dear Chairperson Chang & Vice Chair Kanuha of the Housing Committee, Chairperson 
Kidani & Vice Chair Kim of the Education Committee and Members: 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support to SB 891 relating 
to affordable housing development.  This bill would reduce the cost burden of school 
impact fees on the type of developments that we specialize in. In particular, it exempts 
all 201H-38 hosing projects. Typically, the 201H-38 approach involves lands with 
inadequate density and limited zoning. It takes significant time and money to obtain the 
necessary entitlement and then develop such projects. The 201H process shortens the 
process and makes these projects less costly and more financially viable. Any and all 
exemptions that reduce the costs of developments are welcomed, such as what is being 
proposed by SB 891. The end users, people needing affordable housing, are the true 
beneficiaries. 

Hawaiian Community Development Board is a nonprofit developer focusing 
primarily on beneficiaries of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1921, but also 
works with non-beneficiaries. 

I urge you to please pass this measure, SB 891. 

 
Pupuka I Holomua, 

    
 
    Kali Watson       
    Executive Director 
    Hawaiian Community    
    Development Board (HCDB)    
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SB-891 
Submitted on: 1/25/2019 3:10:25 PM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/29/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Karin Nomura Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

To me this sounds like an exemption for "Monster Homes" and condo/apartment 
expansion near schools which usually already have a large amount of housing around. 
Which we already have quite a bit as the boom for purchasing 'large' lots and then 
subdividing them to sell off, didn't already cause quite a number of expansions already. 
With while homes are supposed to be built at least 6 feet from the property line; we 
have laws regarding the number of people who can live within a home/unit; etc. can't 
seem to enforce it. I have homes built upwards, to the boundary line, seen illegal 
"rental" units created, etc. and to keep doing so, and giving tax exemptions for seems 
ludicrous till what's going on is fixed first. It's just lumping an overly taxed department 
that's lagging to take on more. 

 



SB-891 
Submitted on: 1/25/2019 3:55:23 PM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/29/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-891 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 6:35:32 AM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/29/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Watanabe Testifying for JW, Inc. Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a member of the BIA Hawaii and I agree with their testimony on SB 891. 
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